IN THE GREAT STATE OF ALABAMA 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
    CRIMINAL REFERRAL CHARGING INFORMATION

TO THE HONORABLE GRAND JURY OF JEFFERSON COUNTY:


AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT

I, Danny Carr, do swear and affirm under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct, and that I have reasonable cause to believe it to be so.

__________________________________________________________
                                    
                          COMPLAINT

COMES NOW, Danny Carr, District Attorney for Jefferson County, Alabama, and in the name and by the authority of the State of Alabama and under the direction of Attorney General Steve Marshall, [1] charges that on or about July 22, 2025 the defendant [Case Worker’s Name Here] DID:

COUNT I – MURDER (§13A-6-2) 
On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the Defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], an employee of a contracted provider for the Alabama Department of Human Resources, did intentionally cause the death of Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., age 3, by knowingly leaving him restrained and confined in a sealed automobile from approximately 12:30 pm. until 5:30 pm., during which time outside temperatures reached 108°F. The Defendant prioritized personal errands—including stopping at a tobacco store and returning to her residence—over the child’s safety. Her actions demonstrated an extreme indifference to human life, resulting in death by heat exposure. Said offense constitutes murder, a Class A felony. [2]


COUNT III – CRIMINALLY NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE (§13A-6-4)
Further or alternatively, the Defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], failed to perceive the substantial and unjustifiable risk posed to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr. when she left him confined in a car on a 108°F day for approximately five hours. Her failure to act as a reasonable person under the circumstances resulted directly in the child’s death. Said conduct constitutes criminally negligent homicide, a Class C felony. [4] 

COUNT IV – ASSAULT IN THE FIRST DEGREE (§13A-6-20(a)(3))
On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the Defendant, [Social Worker's Name Here], while employed as a provider for the Alabama Department of Human Resources, did recklessly engage in conduct manifesting extreme indifference to the value of human life, thereby creating a grave risk of death to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., age 3. The Defendant knowingly retained custody of the child past the designated visitation period, failed to return him to daycare, and confined him inside a sealed automobile for approximately five hours while outside temperatures reached 108°F.

As a result of this conduct, the child suffered serious physical injury including systemic organ failure, heat stroke, and trauma consistent with prolonged heat exposure. The Defendant’s actions represent a reckless disregard for known life-threatening conditions and directly contributed to the child's suffering prior to death.
Said conduct constitutes assault in the first degree, a Class B felony. [5]

COUNT V – ASSAULT IN THE SECOND DEGREE (§13A-6-21(a)(1))
On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the Defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], serving in her role as an employee of a contracted provider for the Alabama Department of Human Resources, did, with intent to cause serious physical injury to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., age 3, commit acts that led directly to such injury. The Defendant knowingly retained custody of the child without authorization, left him confined and restrained inside a sealed vehicle in 108°F heat for approximately five hours, and prioritized personal errands over his safety.

Her conduct led to severe medical trauma including organ failure, heat stroke, and systemic collapse, constituting serious physical injury. The pattern of behavior and failure to intervene despite clear awareness of the risk supports the inference of intent to cause harm through reckless and prolonged endangerment.
Said conduct constitutes assault in the second degree, a Class C felony. [6]

COUNT VI – UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT IN THE FIRST DEGREE (§13A-6-41)
The Defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], unlawfully restrained Ke’Torrius Starks Jr. by leaving him alone and confined inside her vehicle from 12:30 pm. until 5:30 pm. under circumstances that exposed him to a risk of serious physical injury, including heat exhaustion, organ failure, and death. She failed to remove the child despite full awareness of his location and vulnerability. Said conduct constitutes unlawful imprisonment in the first degree, a Class A misdemeanor. [7]

COUNT VII – RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT (§13A-6-24)
The Defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], recklessly engaged in conduct creating a substantial risk of serious physical injury to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., knowing that she was leaving a young child unattended and confined in an enclosed automobile while she performed personal errands in extreme summer heat. Said conduct constitutes reckless endangerment, a Class A misdemeanor.[8]

COUNT VIII – ATTEMPT TO COMMIT MURDER (§13A-4-2(a)(1))
The Defendant, [Social Worker's Name Here], with intent to commit the crime of murder, did commit overt acts toward its commission, including retaining custody of the child past the authorized time, knowingly failing to return him to appropriate care, leaving him in a closed vehicle on a day reaching 108°F, and pursuing personal errands rather than fulfilling her duty to protect him. The facts and circumstances support the reasonable inference that the Defendant understood the risk and proceeded in disregard of the child's life. Said conduct constitutes attempt to commit murder, a Class A felony.[9]
___________________________________________________________________




AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT

I, Danny Carr, do swear and affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, and that I have reasonable cause to believe it to be so.

_______________________________________
DANNY CARR - District Attorney of the State of Alabama 	

_____[ Steve Marshall's digital signature]___
Office of the Attorney General for the State of Alabama

Date: ____/____/________                                                  

VERIFIED COMPLAINT
  
   STATE OF Alabama
   
   COUNTY OF Jefferson

   Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on this ____ day of __________, 20___, 
   by District Attorney, Danny Carr, in the name of Attorney General, Steve Marshall, who is personally            known to me or has          provided satisfactory evidence of identity. 
  The foregoing document is acknowledged as a VERIFIED criminal complaint.










Notary Public – State of Alabama					(State Seal Here)

My Commission Expires: ______________ 


Notary Registration Number: __________ 











__________________________________________________________ 


 


WITNESSES TO BE CALLED BEFORE THE GRAND JURY:
(Below are some witnesses that common sense would consider)

- Parent or Guardian of Ke’Torrius Starks Jr.: ______________________________

- Foster Care Guardian: _______________________________________________
 
- Daycare Staff Member: ______________________________________________

- Alabama DHR Supervisor or Director: ___________________________________

- Law Enforcement Officer Responding to Scene: ___________________________

- Coroner or Medical Examiner of Jefferson County: _________________________

- [Any other material witness to the conduct] _______________________________





PRAYERS FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, the undersigned respectfully requests that this Honorable Grand Jury return a TRUE BILL of indictment on the aforementioned charges, finding sufficient cause to proceed under the laws of the State of Alabama.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________ _________________
Danny Carr
District Attorney, Jefferson County, Alabama 
On behalf of Attorney General Steve Marshall

Date: ____/____/________ 


STATE OF Alabama
COUNTY OF Jefferson

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on this ____ day of __________, 20___, 
by District Attorney, Danny Carr, in the name of Attorney General, Steve Marshall, who is personally known to me or has provided satisfactory evidence of identity. 
The foregoing document is acknowledged as a VERIFIED criminal complaint.



______________________________________ 
[Notary’s Signature] 						(Notary Seal)


Notary Public – State of Alabama


My Commission Expires: ______________ 

Notary Registration Number: __________                             


 




_________________________________________________________
Authorities:

[1] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-36/chapter-15/art icle-1/section-36-15-15/

[2] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-1/section-13a-6-2/

[3] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-1/section-13a-6-3/

[4] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-1/section-13a-6-4/

[5] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-3/section-13a-6-41/

[6] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-2/section-13a-6-21/

[7] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-3/section-13a-6-41/

[8] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-6/art icle-2/section-13a-6-24/

[9] https://law.justia.com/codes/a labama/title-13a/chapter-4/sec tion-13a-4-2/















IN THE GREAT STATE OF ALABAMA
TRUE BILL OF INDICTMENT

We, the Grand Jury of Jefferson County in the Great State of 
Alabama, do hereby find the following as to the charges 
alleged:

COUNT I – MURDER  Section 13A-6-2, Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:

On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], did intentionally cause the death of Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., age 3, by knowingly leaving him restrained and confined in a sealed automobile from approximately 12:30 pm. until 5:30 pm. during which time outside temperatures reached 108°F, in violation of Section 13A-6-2 of the Code of Alabama.
Murder is a Class A felony.


COUNT II – MANSLAUGHTER 
Section 13A-6-3, Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:

On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], did recklessly cause the death of Ke’Torrius Starks Jr. by knowingly retaining custody of the child past the scheduled supervised parental visit, failing to return him to daycare, and abandoning him inside a closed vehicle with windows rolled up during severe heat, in violation of Section 13A-6-3 of the Code of Alabama.  Manslaughter is a Class B felony.
COUNT III – CRIMINALLY NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE 
Section 13A-6-4, Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:

On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], failed to perceive the substantial and unjustifiable risk posed to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr. when she left him confined in a car on a 108°F day for approximately five hours, resulting directly in the child’s death, in violation of Section
13A-6-4 of the Code of Alabama.  Criminally Negligent Homicide is a Class C felony.


COUNT IV – ASSAULT IN THE FIRST DEGREE 
Section 13A-6-20(a)(3), Code of Alabama 

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:

On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], did recklessly engage in conduct manifesting extreme indifference to the value of human life, thereby creating a grave risk of death to 
Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., resulting in serious physical injury including systemic organ failure and heat stroke, in violation of Section 13A-6-20(a)(3) of the Code of Alabama.   Assault in the First Degree is a Class B felony.


COUNT V – ASSAULT IN THE SECOND DEGREE 
Section 13A-6-21(a)(1), Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:
On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], with intent to cause serious physical injury to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., did cause such injury by confining him in a sealed vehicle in extreme heat for approximately five hours, in violation of Section 13A-6-21(a)(1) of the Code of Alabama.  Assault in the Second Degree is a Class C felony.



COUNT VI – UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT IN THE FIRST DEGREE 
Section 13A-6-41, Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:
On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], unlawfully restrained Ke’Torrius Starks Jr. by leaving him confined inside a vehicle from 12:30pm until 5:30pm under circumstances exposing
 him to a risk of serious physical injury, in violation of Section 13A-6-41 of the Code of Alabama.  Unlawful Imprisonment in the First Degree is a Class A misdemeanor.


COUNT VII – RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT 
Section 13A-6-24, Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:
On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], did recklessly engage in conduct which created a substantial risk of serious physical injury to Ke’Torrius Starks Jr., in violation of Section 13A-6-24 of the Code of Alabama.   Reckless Endangerment is a Class A misdemeanor.


COUNT VIII – ATTEMPT TO COMMIT MURDER 
Section 13A-4-2(a)(1), Code of Alabama

The Grand Jury of Jefferson County charges that:

On or about July 22, 2025, in Jefferson County, Alabama, the defendant, [Social Worker’s Name Here], with intent to commit the crime of murder, did commit overt acts toward its commission by retaining custody of Ke’Torrius Starks Jr. past the authorized time, knowingly leaving him in a sealed vehicle during extreme heat, and failing to return him to proper care, in violation of Section 13A-4-2(a)(1) of the Code of Alabama.  Attempt to Commit Murder is a Class A felony.

__________________________________________________________________



IN WITNESS WHEREOF:

The foregoing charges are returned as a True Bill by the undersigned Foreperson of the Grand Jury of Jefferson County, Alabama.

Dated this ______ day of _______________, 2025.


______________________________________
Grand Jury Foreperson

___________________________________________________________________ 

Final thoughts:

Please do not insult the people of Alabama by suggesting—contrary to law—that the defendant was cloaked in any form of immunity. She was not, and no legitimate reading of statutory or common law confers such protection. I respectfully submit that under these circumstances, the exercise of prosecutorial discretion is neither appropriate nor available. When a prosecutor knowingly departs from lawful discretion and instead uses their office to suppress the application of the law, it is not merely a lapse—it is a breach done knowingly. And in such a breach done knowingly, "no excuse is permissible." - See Mireles v. Waco, 502 US 9, 11, 12, 112 S. Ct. 286, 116 L. Ed. 2d 9 - Supreme Court, 1991 affirming Bradley v. Fisher, 80 US 335, 351, 20 L. Ed. 646, 20 S. Ct. 646 - Supreme Court, 1872

Bradley v. Fisher, 80 US 335, 351 (1872), affirms that no government official is immune when knowingly acting beyond lawful authority in violation of the Constitution or laws. When jurisdiction is clearly absent and legal limits are willfully ignored, “no excuse is permissible” – Id., Bradley at 351

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
