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The Constitution of Jamaica 

 

1. Chapter II 

Citizenship 

 

3C. Every person born outside Jamaica shall become a citizen of Jamaica - 

a. on the sixth day of August 1962, in the case of a person born before that date; 
or 

b. on the date of his birth, in the case of a person born on or after the sixth day of 

August, 1962, 

if, at that date, his father or mother is a citizen of Jamaica by birth, descent or 

registration by virtue of marriage to a citizen of Jamaica. 
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1. - (1) A person may, in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, become 

a citizen of Jamaica by - 
a. birth; 

b. descent; or 
c. registration as a citizen of Jamaica based on marriage to a citizen of 

Jamaica. 

 (2) Parliament may make provision for the acquisition of citizenship of 
Jamaica by persons who do not become citizens of Jamaica by virtue of the 

provisions of this Chapter. 

 (3) Subsection (1) shall not affect the right of any person who, before the 26th 
day of March, 1999, was entitled to Jamaican citizenship by virtue of any 

provision of the Constitution in force before that date. 

3A.-(1) A person- 

d. who was born outside Jamaica before the sixth day of August 1962; 

e. who was not before the 1st day of March 1993, entitled to Jamaican 
citizenship by virtue of any provisions of this Constitution in force 

before that date; and 
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f. whose father or mother, on the sixth day of August 1962, became or 
would but for his or her death have become a citizen of Jamaica in 

accordance with subsection (1) of section 3, 

shall become a citizen of Jamaica on the 1st day of March 1993. 

        (2) Subsection (1) shall not affect the rights of any person who, before the 

1st day of March 1993, was entitled to Jamaican citizenship by virtue of any 

provision of this Constitution which was in force before that date.  

3B.-(1) Every person born in Jamaica shall become a citizen of Jamaica - 

g. on the sixth day of August, 1962, in the case of a person born before that 
date; 

h. on the date of his birth, in the case of a person born on or after the sixth 

day of August, 1962. 

(2) A person shall be deemed to be born in Jamaica - 

i. if he is born on a ship or aircraft registered in Jamaica or belonging to 
the Government; or 

j. if at the time of his birth his mother - 

i. is a citizen of Jamaica residing in a country other than Jamaica by 
reason of her employment in the diplomatic service of Jamaica; or 

ii. whether or not a citizen of Jamaica, is residing in a country other 

than Jamaica by reason of her being married to a citizen of 
Jamaica who is residing in that country by reason of his 

employment in the diplomatic service of Jamaica. 

(3) A person shall not become a citizen of Jamaica by virtue of this section if at 

the time of his birth - 

k. his father or mother possesses such immunity from suit and legal process 
as is accorded to an envoy of a foreign sovereign power accredited to 

Her Majesty in right of her government in Jamaica and neither of his 

parents is a citizen of Jamaica; or 
l. his father or mother is an enemy alien and the birth occurs in a place 

then under occupation by the enemy. 

3C. Every person born outside Jamaica shall become a citizen of Jamaica - 
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m. on the sixth day of August, 1962, in the case of a person born before that 
date; or 

n. on the date of his birth, in the case of a person born on or after the sixth 

day of August, 1962, 

if, at that date, his father or mother is a citizen of Jamaica by birth, descent or 

registration by virtue of marriage to a citizen of Jamaica. 

 


