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VIEWING PARTY
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 47
Trying to find a place on campus to watch the election coverage might have
reminded you how tricky it is for ColumbiaTV addicts to get their daily fix.

WINNING WAYS
SPORTS, PAGE B1
The Columbia women's soccer team continued its winning ways, besting Yale
on the road by a tally of 2-1. The Lions (4-1-1) are in a three-way tie for first.
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Obama Wins Presidency
Barack Obama, CC '83, Is First Columbia College Alum Elected

BY BETSY MORAIS
Spectator StaffWriter

"A new dawn ofAmerican lead-
ership isat hand," the president-elect
told the enraptured crowd.

Obama is not the first Co-
lumbia affiliate to be elected presi-
dent—Dwight Eisenhower served
as president of the University and
Franklin Roosevelt attended the law
school—but he is the first graduate
of Columbia College. He played
down his Columbia connection
during his presidential campaign,
appearing on campus only once
on Sept. 11 for a forum on service
along with McCain. However, his
election has sparked hopes among
some students that an Obama presi-
dency will cast a favorable light on

the school—for example, some stu-
dents celebrating Obamas victory
on campus Tuesday night launched
a cheer of "That's our school" in
front ofLemer Hall.

Barack Obama was born in
Honolulu, Hawaii, on Aug. 4,
1961. His father—also named
Barack—immigrated to the U.S.
from a small village in Kenya. His
mother, Ann Dunham, grew up
in Kansas. Obamas parents met at
the University of Hawaii, and their

CHICAGO, Nov. 4—Barack
Obama, CC 'B3, was elected Presi-
dent of the United States on Tues-
day—the first Columbia College
graduate and the first black person
in history to win the office.

The Illinois senator won in a
landslide with at least 349 electoral
votes, carrying swing states such as
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and
Florida for a decisive victory over
Republican opponent, U.S. Sen.
JohnMcCain (R-Ariz.).

"It's been a long time coming,
but tonight, because of what we did
on this date, in this election, at this
defining moment, change has come
to America," Obama said in his ac-
ceptance speech.

Obamacelebrated his win in Chi-
cago Tuesday evening before a vast

crowd of 125,000 giddy supporters
who floodeddowntown's Grant Park.
They shouted "Yes we can! Yes we
can!" repeatedly in an ecstatic tenor.
Spells ofsentimentality overwhelmed
the excitement at times—there were
bursts of cheer, and then, gaps to
breathe, to process, and allow their
eyes to swell with tears.

VICTORY NIGHT ■ President-elect Barack Obama, CC 'B3, addressed over 100,000 at Grant Park in Chicagolate Tuesday night.
Above, Obamawith his wife Michelle Obama, Vice President-elect Joe Biden, and Bidens wife Jill Tracy Jacobs after the speech.

Close Senatorial Races Go
To Democrats in N.Y. State

BY CHRISTINE CHOI
Columbia Daily Spectator

Two years after a failed attempt to
capture a majority in the New York
State Senate, Democrats made strong
efforts Tuesday, culminating in their
success in regaining control over the
bicameral legislature.

The 2006 elections proved disap-
pointing for Democrats when Republi-
cans were able to defend their major-
ity in Albany, losing only one seat to
a Democratic contender and maintain-
ing a three-seat majority in the 62-seat
house. As Democrats dominate the Sen-
ate for the first time in 43 years, they
also take charge of both the bicameral
assembly and the governor's office for
the first time since the Depression era.

In shooting for the Senate, Dem-
ocrats pitted the party's nominees
against long-standing Republican in-
cumbents.

Caesar Trunzo, the state senator for
36 years from Long Island's third dis-
trict, was unseated by Brookhaven Su-
pervisor Brian Foley, according to the
New York Daily News.

In the 11th district ofQueens, City
Councilmember James Gennaro ID-
Queens) faced off against Republican
Frank Padavan, who has also been in
the seat for 18 terms. While Padavan's
position was previously thought to be
relatively secure, he and Gennaro were
locked in a close race as of Tuesday
night. Padavan proved victorious, ac-
cording to the Daily News.

Meanwhile, the race in the 15th
district of Queens placed Republican
Senator Serphin Maltese, in his seat
for 20 years, against City Council-
member, Joseph Addabbo (D-Ozone
Park and Woodhaven). Tuesday
night, Senator Maltese conceded de-
feat to Addabbo, according to the
New York Times.

State Senator Bill Perkins (D-Har-
lem) was confident about the Demo-
crats' chances at his Take Back the
State Senate Election Night Party
in the Harlem State Office Building
Tuesday night. Perkins ran uncontest-
ed this year. JK

"I'm feeling great about this,"; he
said, likening the victories for the
Democrats in Albany and the national
elections to the end of a long mara-
thon.

More than winning, though, he
was eager Tuesday night to express just
what a Democratic majority might
have in store for Albany.

"We're also looking forward to
much greater efficiency," he said,
"[and] much greater productivity."

"There will be a strong focus on rec-
ognizing the economic challenges, and
reconciling the divisiveness we've seen."
Perkins said. "This divide between up-
state-downstate will be erased."

A Democratic majority in Albany
would shift power from the upstateand
Long Island suburbs to the boroughs
of Manhattan, according to the New
York Times, with the possibility of all
the state and assembly leaders coming
from New York City's five boroughs.

news@columbiaspectator. com

NEW YORK DEMOCRATS
TAKE STATE SENATE IN
CLOSELY-WATCHED RACES

BRIAN FOLEY,
Democrat from
3rd District of
Long Island

JAMES GENNARO,
Democrat from

11th District of
Queens

JOSEPH ADDABBO,
Democrat from
15th District of

Queens

CU Dems Encounter Hope,
Tensions on Virginia Trip

BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Columbia Daily Spectator

As political activism, expected voter turn-
out, and media hype reached their zenith in
the presidential race, so did tensions in signa-
ture swing states. In an effort to drum up sup-
port for Democratic candidates from Virginia,
the Columbia University College Democrats
headed down to the states 10th congressional
district over the long weekend of Oct. 31 to
Nov. 4. Spectators Kim Kirschenbaum joined
the Dems on their campaign, and reported via
the papers election blog. Below are selections
from the blog on Kirschenbaums travels with
the group.

Day I—Friday,1—Friday, Oct. 31

Exhausted after the long days drive, 132
College Democrats groggily checked into the
Days Inn in Leesburg, Va. at around 7 p.m.

Yet the fetigue quickly waned an hour later
as the district's candidate for the U.S. House of
Representatives, Judy Feder, greeted themwith
a welcoming speech.

Feder has been actively pursuing Demo-
cratic health care policy initiatives for the past
three decades, serving as staff director of the
Congressional Pepper Commission—a bipar-
tisan coalition on comprehensive health care—-
and working in the Department ofHealth and
Human Services. Feder ran against incumbent

Frank Wolf for the congressional seat in 2006,
and faced the Republican once again this year.

"It's going to be an uphillbattle, but we can
do it." Feder said. "We can beat Wolf."

Day 2—Saturday, Nov. 1

No one said traveling the campaign trail
would be easy.

Kevin McKenna, CC 'lO, approached the
door ofa home in Virginia's 10thcongressio-
nal district. The woman who opened the door
took one lookat his Democratic paraphernalia,
and said, "I'm not interested in either of those
candidates," and subsequently slammed the
door shut.

Such is the nature of the canvassing experi-
ence. Since Virginia is a battleground state, the
Dems had their fair share ofchallenges as they
canvassed earlier today. They went door-to-
door for several hours to encourage local resi-
dents to go to thepolls—and more specifically,
to vote for the Democratic ticket. Their ener-
gies concentrated on tying Barack Obama to
Virginia Senate contender Mark Warner and
to Feder.

In spite of the challenges, the Dems also
saw some hope for their cause.

"There have been a lot ofups and downs,"
Michael Schwartz, GS/JTS 'O9, said. "There
have been a few people who have said, you've

HARLEM CELEBRATION

JUMPING TO THE SKY ■ Crowds outside the Harlem State Office Building Plaza eruptedwith excite-
ment upon hearing that Barack Obama hadwon thepresidency Tuesday

■ SEE DEMS, A 8

■ SEE OBAMA, A8

See page A3 for the story.
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MILLER
UNIVER

20,h Anniversary Season

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 8:00PM

Milton Babbitt
Complete String Quart
Onstage discussion with Milton Babbitt and James

Milton Babbitt (b. 1916), the godfather of American total serialism and one of t
musical minds of the 20th century, receives a long-overdue cycle of his quartet!
string quartets are some of the most challenging and difficult to play in the rep
and for the first time ever his complete extant string quartets (only two fragme
No. 1; this performance will be the worldpremiere!) will be played together in
cert. The Zukofsky Quartet, a daring foursome of immense talent, has spent tw
preparing for this Portrait under the guidance of the composer himself. Don't r
only chance to experience these quartets together in one evening!

two extracts from String Quartet No. 1
(1948) (world premiere)

String Quartet No. 2 (1954)
String Quartet No. 3 (1969-70)
String Quartet No. 4 (1970)
String Quartet No. 5 (1982)
String Quartet No. 6 (1993)

Zukofsky Quartet
Aaron Boyd, violin
Cyrus Beroukhim, violin
David Fulmer, viola ,

Alberto Parrini, cello

TICKETS: $25
CD STUDENTS W VALID ID: $7
CU faculty/staif and
Non-Columbia students w/ valid ID: $l5
{Discounted tickets atBox Offrce only, limit 2 per ID)

Major support for Composer Portraits hasbeen
provided by the Francis GoelefCharitable Lead Trusts

COMPOSER PORTA

Institute for Religion, Culture and Publ

Launch
November 6, 1-6:3opm Rotunda, Low Memorial Libre

Past and Future of Religion & Toleratk
Toleration Faculty Working Group

with Charles Taylor
1:00 - 2:30 pm

Art, Religion & Politics: Guggenheim Abu
Thomas Krens
3:00 - 4:30 pm

Religion & the Imagination
Salman Rushdie

Introduction by Orhan Pamuk
5:00 - 6:30 pm

/?.

This event is FREE and open to the public
No registration required.

Do you consider the word "motivatec
an understatement?
We thought so.

n\ t«T» for your hard work to pay off within an organization that was ante again named one of BusinessWeek* 50

Best Places To launch A Career. We offer a collaborative, inclusive culture. With customizable careers, professional
development, and benefits. And a commitment to community theenvironment, and making time for family
It's your future. How far will you take it?

Ej||§nj for an electronic information packet, text "COLUMBIA" to 78573.
rjunjel Vivt us on ihe wed at «Jek»ittW®m/iiMcaHimbiß.



BY LAURA MILLS
Columbia Daily Spectator

Decked head-to-toe in
any Barack Obama apparel
they could lay their hands
on, hundreds of Harlem lo-
cals crowded into the Harlem
State Office Building Plaza
Tuesday night in the hope
of celebrating the election of
the United States' first black
president.

The pro-Obama crowd
that gathered around the large
television screen was symbol-
ic of the strong forces in Har-
lem that have vied for Obama
over the past few months. A
divide in party preference ex-
ists in the area—-and some lo-
cal politicians even endorsed
Obama's major opponent in
the primaries, Senator Hillary
Clinton (D-NY). But State
Senator Bill Perkins (D-Har-
lem) expressed his support
for Obama after the young
Illinois senator won the lowa
primary in January.

Emotions ran high Tues-
day evening, with many opti-
mistic about their candidate's
political fortunes.

Early in the celebration,
one woman passed around in-
vitations to an Obama victo-
ry party. Participants donned
jewelry-encrusted hats with
Obama's name on them and
shirts sporting his usual lo-
gos of change and progress.
Even those powerless to vote,
like children and even some
canines, sported their pro-
Obama gear proudly.

Peter Boyce, a Caribbean
native, thought Virginia to be
the pivotal state for election,
but had high hopes about
Obama's political prospects.
A father of four biracial chil-
dren, Boyce believed Obama
to be an excellent candidate
because he was emblematic
"neither of white America
nor black America, but the
United States of America, as
he is fond ofsaying."

The crowd gave a rau-
cous cheer and raised fists

and posters when lowa was
claimed by the Democrats,
but they erupted even more
loudly when the larger state,
Ohio, showed up blue on the
big screen.

But as the night dragged
on, many showed signs of
anticipation and restless-
ness. When staunchly con-
servative states like Arkan-
sas appeared red onscreen,
participants muttered un-
happily to themselves de-
spite longtime predictions
for those results.

Even the appearance of
Giuliani onscreen or the
switching of the channel to
Fox News warranted a chorus
of boos from the participants.
One woman in the crowd
yelled out, "put anyone else
on—l'd rather see Tom and
Jerry than this."

The nonetheless buoy-
ant Harlem crowd was not
to be disappointed. When
Obama was declared the win-
ner of the general election,
the crowd went wild. "People
were jumping to the sky,"
Boyce said after the event. "It
was beautiful."

"The banking situation is a
mixed blessing—for Obama,
not for us," Shirley Hayman,
a New York native, said. Like
many attendees, Hayman be-
lieved that while the crisis had
boosted Obama's fortunes,
the now-president-elect didn't
have it "in the bag."

Politics weren't the sole
focus of the evening. Appear-
ances were made by Jeremy
Piven, the star of Entourage,
the up-and-coming rapper
Mr. Cheeks, and a perfor-
mance was given by acoustic
guitarist Reggie Williams,
sparking spontaneous danc-
ing from many crowd mem-
bers.

"Nothing has even come
close since the 1968 elec-
tions, all the drama that hap-
pened in Chicago," Coletha
Woodson said.

"But this is history, baby."
netvs@columbiaspectator.com

A NEW VOICE FOR RIVERSIDE

SPIRITUAL INAUGURATION ■ The Riverside Church opened a new chapter in its history Sunday as it inaugurated its sixth Senior Minister
Reverend Brad Braxton. Previously a professor at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn., the baptist minister has built up a reputation
for making academic work in religion accessible to congregants. "There are aspects that involve us loving God with our mind," he told
Spectator in late September. "I hope to bring serious, high-level conversation to Riverside Church." In his sermon Sunday, he spoke within
the context of the current economic crisis and the challenges confronting the church. "Dr. Braxton brings an abiding commitment to the
issues of social justice that are central to the mission of the Riverside Church," chair of the Riverside Church Council Billy Jones said in a
press release. The ceremony also served as a farewell for Interim Senior Minister Thomas Stiers, whose tenure began in 2006.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
People were jumping to the sky. It was beautiful.

—Harlem resident Peter Boyce on the crowd's reaction to
Obama's victory

EVENTS - NOVEMBER 5
Educational Entrepreneurship
Authors Frederick Hess and Larry
Berger will discuss what they see as

the need to review and rethink the
customs and technology ofAmerican
education in a changing market.
Milbank Chapel,
Teachers College, 3-4:30p.m.

Space for Grace
Reverend Brad Braxton, the new senior
minister of The Riverside Church, will
deliver his inaugural Space for Grace ser-
mon. The gathering will include singing
and interaction with the crowd.
The Riverside Church, 490 Riverside
Dr. (at 122ndSt.), 7p.m.

After the Election
New Yorker Senior Editor and former
speechwriter for Jimmy Carter Hen-
drik Hertzberg and TheNation colum-
nist Katha Pollitt will pick apart and
interpret results from Tuesdays presi-
dential election, speaking on what the
outcome means for America.
Altschul Auditorium,
International Affairs Building, 8p.m.

HOW TO REACH US
Have a question? Criticism? News tip?
You can contact us directly by emailing
info@columbiaspectator.com.

GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Columbia Spectator
2875 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York City, NY 10025
info@columbiaspectator.com
Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555
Editorial Fax (212) 854-9611
Business (212) 854-9550
Business Fax (212) B^4-9553

For more information about the Columbia
Daily Spectator and editorialpolicies, visit
http:Uwww. columbiaspectator.com/about.
For more information about advertising
visithttp-.Hspc. columbiaspectator.coml.

CORRECTIONS
The Spectator is committed to fair
and accurate reporting. If you know
of an error please inform us at

copy@columbiaspectator.com.

For general comments or questions
about the newspaper, please write to the
editor in chief and managing editor at

ed i tor@co 1u mb iaspec tato r.co m.

Barnard Joins Other Schools at CNN Election Event
BY JESSICAHILLS

Columbia Daily Spectator

From 6 p.m. when the first
poUs closed to the moment U.S.
Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) be-
came the projected winner of the
2008 presidential election, the
crowd at the CNN Election Night
watch party —which included
students from Barnard and other
schools—went wild.

According to Dean of Barnard
College Dorothy Denburg, the
300 Barnard students who attended
the event at Times Square spoke to
Barnard's ever growing importance
in NewYork.

"If CNN wanted college stu-
dents,they'd look to Barnard... given
our centrality in the city," Denburg
said. "It's a monumental election."

But the mby-red lit steps of
Duffy Square, die middle island of
47thStreet between 7th Avenue and
Broadway, were home to conversa-
tions that went beyond Election
Night. As they watched history be-
ing made on the large television
screen, students discussed voting,
citizen impact, and past political
batdes.

First-time voters exchanged

stories in a casual but andcipatory
atmosphere.

"It was a very empowering feel-
ing,'' Alex Ingber, BC 'l2, said. "1
felt like I was fulfilling my civic duty,
and I had a smile on my face for
hours after I pulled the lever."

Absentee voting was "anti-cli-
mactic," said Emma Thome, BC
'O9, but it was exciting to be a first-
timevoter.

With memories of the 2000
and 2004 presidential elections in
mind, students questioned how
soon the president-elect would be
announced.

"I hope we don't have a repeat of
2000, because it's such an important
and enthusiastic year in politics,"
Deena Mitlak, BC 'l2, said. "I don't
thinkwe can take thatagain."

A littlebefore 9 p.m., the Demo-
crats were four seats away from a
majority in the Senate, and earlypre-
dictionsjbr Florida showed Obama
in the lead. The crowd erupted.

Erica Walker, BC 'll, sent in an
absentee ballot for Ohio. She said
it was "definitely exciting" to vote
absentee for the swing state, where
che votes were close and where the
Democrats had lost the last two
presidential elections.

In addition to che thrill surround-
ing the evenings political event,four
Barnard first-years got a caste ofwhat
it means to be apolitically active stu-
dent in NewYork City. MTVNews
interviewed Nina Ahuja, Saiah
Darro—also an associate photo edi-
tor for Spectator—, Dorothy Kadar,
and Hannah Miller, about why the)'
voted for Obama and the weight
their votes could hold in the race.

Aboveall, Barnard studentsmar-
veled at finding themselves at one of
New York City's cultural epicenters

in an election in which they played
apart

"We're in the middle of it all,"
Miller said. "MTVcares about what
1 have to say aboutwho will be the
leader of the free world. That's awe-
some."

Although people have high ex-
pectations for the next four years,
the initial euphoria should be fol-
lowedby caution, Noemi Schor, BC
'l2, said. "We have to step back and
wait," she said.

navs@columbkspeckttor.com

STRONG, BEAUTIFUL BARACK LOVERS ■ Gathering in Times Square, Barnard students,
came out in droves Tuesday evening to support their candidate ofchoice.

Obama Support Runs High at Campus Event
BY CLAIRE SHAPIRO

Columbia Daily Spectator

While visitors to the Broadway
Sky Lounge munched on 300
cheeseburgers Tuesday evening at
the Columbia Programming Assis-
tants' event,other Columbians met
in die basement of River residence
hall for an election results-watching
party, where the atmosphere was
expectant yet low-key.

Organized by the Columbia
Political Union, dieCollege Demo-
crats, and the College Republicans,
theevent attracted mosdy support-
ers of Barack Obama, a turnout
representative of the now-presi-
dent-elects appeal among young
voters that culminated in Tuesdays
election.

Nick Shea, CC 'O9 and general
manager of the CPU, reflected on

the high level of student engage-
ment in this past election cycle. He
said that student involvement was
not "tied to a single issue or event"

but rather was inspired by Obamas
personality.

The audience erupted in ap-
plause when Obamas Pennsylvania
win was projected. They also greet-
ed Kay Hagaris victory in North
Carolinawith excitement. Between
cheers, audience members mocked
the dramatic tone of the news an-
chors. "Theywill make it look tense
as long as they can" said lan Crone,
CC'lO.

Students took the time to think
about their level of involvement in
the election. Cronesaid he admired
those who found time to work on
the election, though he had not
done so. Without money to do-
nate, Crone said, he felt that he
had not contributed much. Kaylin
MarcotteandKiva Eisenstock, both
BC 'l2, bodi expressed enthusiasm
for Obama, but neither had been
involved in campaigning efforts on
campus.' <

U.S. Senator John McCain
(R-Ariz.), Obamas opponent over

the epic two-year campaign, lost
the fight to maintain Republican
leadership in the White House, but
Lauren Salz, executive director of
the College Republicans, said that
the development will not constitute
a fundamental shift for her group.

As the election closes, their activi-
ties will not change significantly
"The College Republicans do not
focus on activism ...

. It was never
a latge part ofwhat we stood for,"
Salz said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

WATCH PARTY ■ A bipartisan campus event'Tuesday drewa low turnout, but Obama
fans—symbolicofthe Senators vigorous support at Columbia—were in tow.

CU Students Face Benefits,
Drawbacks in GradSchool Apps

BY MADINA TOURE
Spectator StaffWriter

As economic troubles shrink job
prospects for bright-eyed college grads,
Columbia students are subscribing to
a growing national tendency to delay
their entry into the workforce—they're
applying to graduate school, and spe-
cifically ones at their alma mater.

Columbia graduate schools expect
students to meet the basic requirements
and to excel in their undergraduate
studies, regardless of where they went
to college. But while all applicants are

in theory given a fair shot, administra-
tors reveal that there may be a hidden
predilection for those who attended
the University as undergraduates.

Rob Garris, dean of external re-
lations and communications at the
School of International and Public Af-
fairs, says that in selecting the members
of their next class, admissions boards
always find it helpful tp be familiar
with the individual's Undergraduate
institution. "The reader is immediately
able to understand the undergraduate
transcript," he said. "If you get a letter
of reference from someone you know

and whose judgment you value, it does
carry more weight."

"I think we are more favorably dis-
posed to grant them [Columbia under-
graduates] interviews than if they came
from some other college," said Andrew
Frantz, associate dean for admissions
at the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons. "[There] is a greater likelihood
of their being granted an interview,
although it's not guaranteed." In the
health and medical professions, an
interview is often seen as a leg-up in
the admissions process. Before an ap-
plicant can be seriously considered, he
must distinguish himself in the race for
an interview.

But many argue that because schools
strive to shape classes with diverse
backgrounds in education and in ori-
gin, the process proves equally taxing

for everyone. Disregarding Columbia's
prestige, the fact that someone already
holds a Columbia degree could be of
arbitrary importance.

"I don't think that much thought
goes into that," Julian Joslin, admis-
sions assistant at the School of the Arts,
said, referring to an applicant's previ-
ous affiliation with Columbia. "There
is definitely an emphasis on bringing
diversity to the school and definitely
international diversity."

Robert Furno, dean of admissions
at the Graduate School ofArts and Sci-
ences, echoes those sentiments. "The
faculty wants to have a diverse student
body, and they like to have people that
come in from all over the world," he
said.

While the proportion of Colum-
bia and non-Columbia undergraduate

students at graduate schools can be at-
tributed to factors such as familiarity
with Columbia students and a need for
a varied student body, such figures for
a graduate school ultimately depends
on career interests.

The proportions "disparate depend-
ing on what you're applying for," Jessica
Teague, a second-year at the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences, said.

Despite certain extraneous fac-
tors, admissions officers are more
concerned about students ranking at
the top of their class and meeting all
requisites. "In graduate schools, we
look for really good students," said
Walter Pitman, former adjunct pro-
fessor at GSAS. "Grades, letters of
recommendation, [things like that]
are important."

news@c'olumbiaspectator. com

In Harlem, Victory Is
Symbol of United Nation

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE WATCH PARTIES...
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WANT TO SUBMIT YOUR OPINION?
Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from di-
verse areas of interest. Submissions should be be-
tween 700 and900 words and express an opinion
that does not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly
label groups or individuals. All writers meet with
an associate editor to edit their submission before
publication. Submissions may be sent to opinion
@columbiaspectator.com.
For more information, come to our meetings Sun-
days at 2:30p. m. in the Spectator office on the
corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

Staff Editorial

Yes We Did
Many have already cel-

ebrated yesterday's
presidential election

as a turning point in American
history. Not only will Barack
Obama be the first black presi-
dent of the United States, but
he tapped into demograph-
ics that have been under-
represented in past elections,
including resurgent black,
shifting Latino, and increased
youth votes. Beyond any other
recent election, the nation's
youth stepped up by contrib-
uting to the campaigns and by
actually voting.

Columbia students have
long taken an active role in
politics, and this year's par-
ticipation will help to so-
lidify this legacy. Notable
examples of student activism
include the 1968 protests,
anti-Apartheid efforts, and
reactions to the controversial
visits of Minuteman Project
co-founder Jim Gilchrist and
Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad. This year, early
reports suggest that the youth
vote had a record turnout at
the polls, and Columbia stu-

dents took full advantage of
their long weekend to vote
and campaign. Campus orga-
nizations like the Columbia
Political Union, the College
Republicans, and the Col-
lege Democrats increased ex-
citement about the election.
Over the break, the College
Democrats campaigned in
Virginia. While the College
Republicans did not organize
a group campaign trip, some
of its members campaigned on

their own all over the coun-
try. The non-partisan CPU
organized an election-watch
party on Tuesday night. Based
on events leading up to last
night, and the giddy celebra-
tions afterward, it is clear that
students regarded this election
with keen interest and showed
a desire to be part ofhistory.

After predictions that the
youth vote would drastically
alter the 2004 election went
unfulfilled, it is inspiring to
see college students out in
force participating in this
year's elections. In the 2004
elections, voters aged 18 to 24
showed the lowest turnout of
any age group, at a mere 49
percent. Young people seemed
disheartened and apathetic,

undecided between two can-
didates who did not repre-
sent views they believed in.
Yet this year, many precincts
have reported an increased
numbers of students voters.
For example, the precinct that
includes Indiana University
at Bloomington documented
a full 287 percent increase
in votes from 2004 to 2008,
and other exit polls showed
large gains as well, according
to the New Voters Project.
In general, Obama's message
seems to have garnered more

enthusiasm. According to the
Associated Press, almost six in
10 of his voters said they were

excited about what Obama
would accomplish as presi-
dent. Fewer than three in 10
McCain voters felt the same
way about their candidate.

Yet we should not be con-
tent simply knowing that
young people have begun to
vote in large numbers. In the
2000 and 2004 presidential
elections, obstacles to registra-
tion, deliberate voter suppres-
sion, and breaches in voting
protocol demonstrated a racial
bias that may have changed
the course of elections. These
impediments bred a pervasive
cynicism not only for the elec-
toral process but also for poli-
tics in general. These problems
have persisted in the run-up
to the 2008 election, signal-
ing a trend that has yet to be
addressed. According to early
reports, yesterday's irregulari-
ties also included the length of
lines at the polls, but this may
simply have demonstrated un-
precedented voter enthusiasm.
Voting problems most likely
did not affect yesterday's elec-
tion, given the wide margin
ofvictory. But those incidents
that did occur are nonetheless
blemishes on our democracy,
indicating the faults of an old-
fashioned, un-standardized
ballot system. In the coming
years, we must use technology
to create a modern voting sys-
tem where ballots are easy to
count and disenfranchisement
becomes impossible.

After two years of cam-
paigning, a Columbia College
alumnus is set to move in to
the White House, and as stu-
dents, we should be proud of
our involvement in forming
the nation's future.

The 2009 Race for Institutional Memory

As I was
canvassing
in Chester

County, Pa. Sunday,
a Mrs. Taylor re-
plied to my requests
for her to vote on
Tuesday by ask-
ing me to stop by
next week instead.
Suddenly, hit with a
heavy brick made of
reality, I answered,
"Ma'am, there is no
next week." Damn.

The question ofwho the next president will
be was not her immediate concern. But then
I saw her kids running around behind the
kitchen table, her husband holding their
wailing newborn, and realized that she was
itching to restore order to the family dinner.
Despite her frustration, I did not reduce my
enthusiasm for our door-to-dooroutreach,
which was making quite a stir. I chose to

respect her personal needs ahead ofmy own
political drive. I was reminded ofa very basic
lesson in campaigning and politics, which
CCSC has helped reinforce—government is
only effective if it can relate to everyone.

Whether it's education or health care,
there are many ways Mrs. Taylor and her
family could benefit in the next four years
from a new president. However, she did not
notice how soon the election was because
no one was there to seek her input. Without
government presence, she felt like she was
on her own and that a new direction in our
domestic policies could not possibly improve
her life. She deserves a government that is
well connected with its constituents and
works hard to make the initiatives her and
her community want reality.

That is the way I have attempted to lead
CCSC, so the fact that election talk has

already started for next year's student boards
bothers me. Before all of you hopefuls get
ahead ofyourselves and mimic the national
presidential election and last spring's cam-
paigns calling for "change" and "transpar-
ency" as your main themes, I would like for
you to heed some advice. While planning
early is wise, it allows you to overlook the
most recent institutional memory, the work
done in the immediate past to implement
policy in the future. Focusing on your elec-
tion forces you to lose time to represent for
your students now. Many ofus are not even
halfway through our one-year terms. You
will be responsible for continuing where we
have ended—you will not know where this
ending is until the spring. The elections of
spring 2009 are going to be about continu-
ing the road to change.

For example, we recently passed a resolu-
tion which calls on the University to improve
online computing through a variety of
programs, such as the new Courseworks and
University Portal. The main step to achieving
this is to have CUIT create a codd that will
allow programs created by students to have
secure and safe access to University data.
Without this code, new pages created by stu-
dents will be far less useful. We've created a
model, but ifwe cannot cut through the bu-
reaucracy and finish this initiative by spring,
next year's council should take advantage of
the progress we've made rather than starting
the initiative again from scratch. You can use
the model that we've already created.

If you are thinking about running for
council in the spring, pick a project now
and learn everything about it—you should
know what's already been done before you
develop a plan for what you would like to
change. Here's another example—the battle
for increased swipe access this year is about
how to make more space available for student
group members from the four undergraduate

schools to attend club meetings and events,
and not for the sake of partying in dorm
rooms. l Do not talk about increased swipe
access without being aware of the purpose
of that initiative, and the specific plans we
have to implement it. Do not lose sight
of the bigger picture, which is building a
stronger inter-school community. Advocate
for the larger goal, and then find the specific
steps toward achieving it. This will require
unearthing some deeply buried institutional
memory. Ask me questions, talk to admin-
istrators, search Spectator online. Every step
will get. us closer to this perfect model ofa
school that we all have.

Leaders from outside ofCCSC are also
going to need to run for office and provide
their passion and drive to push through
existing projects and develop their own.
While I would like to think student coun-
cil members think long-term, I do think
we can fail robe persistent enough to work
closely with the administration and stu-
dent body. Take advantage of our current
work to produce a new University Portal.
Take advantage of our recommendations to
improve Dean's Discipline. This informa-
tion is available to anyone who wants it.

If you're reading this and would like
to run for a student government position,
take your time. The first thing you need is
the willpower. I have picked the projects
that have been in talks for years, benefiting
from a range of student intellectual capital.
You must do the same in order to ensure
that your ideas are student-driven and can
hit the ground running when you present
them to administrators.

Adil Ahmedis a Columbia College senior
majoring in history.

' He is the CCSC Vice President ofPolicy.
Additional Minutes runs

1 alternate Wednesdays.
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As I See It

PYONGYANG CITYSCAPE
TAN XUAN RONG

The photographer is a candidatefor a Masters ofScience in EngineeringManagement Systems in the School ofEngineering andApplied Science.
Visit ivww.columbiaspectator.com for a midtimedia feature with morephotos and some thoughts from thephotographer.

To the Next President, Whoever You Are

Dear Mr.
President-
Elect,

I am writing this
letter before any
results are in, but
my message remains
the same, regardless
of the winner of this
historic election.

These past few
months, I've found
myself losing faith
in the political pro-
cess. As I watched

Congress pass a bailout bill loaded down
with $lOO billion of pork and raise the U.S.
national debt ceiling to $11.3 trillion—over
80 percent ofour GDP in 2007—I shook
my head in disgust. The original premise for
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008 was that the treasury would buy up bad
assets from banks' balance sheets, and sell
them at a later date. The treasury then did an
about-face and semi-nationalized the bank-
ing industry. This change in plan without
Congressional approval demonstrated just
how much power Congress was willing to
give to the treasury, shamefully signing over
American values of personal and corporate
responsibility in exchange for political cover.
You, Mr. President-Elect, signed on to it too.

A year from now, interest groups and
pundits will probably be criticizing you for
not following through on your campaign
pledges.

Please. Renege on your promises. I hope
you've been pandering to interest groups and
swing states during the campaign. I hope you
won't follow through on your public state-
ments. Whether it's'a gas tax holiday, trillions
ofdollars in new spending, the unilateral
re-opening ofNAFTA, or a poorly conceived
stimulus plan, please don't follow through.

With our newly invigorated bailout
culture, I'm sure that not h ig into your pres-
idency, some company or industry or state

will beg the government for its own bailout. I
hope that you, Mr. President-Elect, have the
courage to say no.

Am I glad this election cycle is over?
I answer that question with a resound-
ing yes. Like most Americans, I'm tired
of the horse race, the media circus, and
the punditry that has reached a new low.
I'm tired of the "blame everyone but
yourself" mentality that has come out of
this financial crisis. Both campaigns hav,e
reinforced this with their rhetoric, whether
by describing all homeowners as "innocent
bystanders" in the crisis or calling people
who don't want to shoulder a higher tax
burden unpatriotic or selfish.

The situation is far more complex than
you have made it out to be during this cam-
paign. Greedy bankers, predatory lenders,
deregulation, and other culprits you have
blamed for this crisis are only a small part of
the problem we face today. I think it's safe
to say that you know this.

There have been some comparisons
between today's financial crisis and the
Great Depression. During President
Franklin Roosevelt's first inaugural address,
he warned Congress that if they could not
agree on a definitive course of action, "and
in the event that the national emergency
is still critical," he said that he would "not
evade the clear course ofduty that will then
confront me. I shall ask the Congress for
the one remaining instrument to meet the
crisis—broad Executive power to wage a
war against the emergency, as great as the
power that would be given to me ifwe were
in fact invaded by a foreign foe."

I hope I won't hear a similar inaugural
statement from you. In times ofcrisis,
politicians use chaos as an excuse to claim
more power for the government. I hope
you, Mr. President-Elect, will have the
judgment needed to resist. I hope you
will be able to find a solution to this crisis
without compromising the core American
principles of self-responsibility and

entrepreneurship that have built us into
the great nation we are today.

Former governor Mario Cuomo once
said that politicians "campaign in poetry,
but have to govern in prose."

I didn't like the prose in the campaign,
but some of the poetry, on both sides, was
inspiring. Don't follow through on all of
your campaign promises, but I do hope
that you will keep at least one of them, and
fulfill your promise to stand with integrity,
and reach out to both parties to find solu-
tions that work for America. I hope that this
promise wasn't just more empty words used
to sway swing voters. I hope that this time,
Mr. President-Elect, you will actually be a

uniter, not a divider.
Also during his first inaugural address,

Roosevelt pronounced, "In such a spirit on
my part and on yours we face our common
difficulties. They concern, thank God, only
material things."

I wish this were true today. Whatever
the outcome of this election is, America
has some soul-searching to do. How can
we fix our economy without ceding more
power to the government? How can we
as individuals, as well as our government,
stop consuming more than we produce?
How can we restore confidence in our
cherished free market system?

There have to be better answers to these
questions than those that the candidates
provided during the campaign. I don't have
them. I hope you do.

America is facing unprecedented chal-
lenges. More unanticipated crises will
inevitably present themselves during your
presidency. May the next four years be bet-
ter than the last. I put my faith in you.

Lauren Salz is a Barnard College sophomore.
She is the executive director ofthe College Re-

publicans and the Communications Coordina-
tor ofthe Columbia Political Union.

CheckYour Premises runs

alternate Wednesdays.
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Energy and
Environment

Sustainability

Human Rights
and Global

Labor Standards

Equal Employment
Opportunity

Are You Concerned about Social Issues?
Are You Interested in Columbia's Ethical
Responsibilities as an Investor?

: siSiiiiSiiiiii:

Come to aTown Hall sponsored by
Columbia's Advisory Committee
on Socially Responsible Investing!

Tuesday • November 18, ZC
6:00-8:00 pm • Carleton Cat
Mudd Engineering Building • Ground F

At the Town Hall, all Columbia affiliates are invited to listen and present their views
ethical and social responsibilities as an investor to the Advisory Committee on S
Investing (ACSRI), which was established in March 2000 to deliberate upon these is
University Trustees. Speakers are allotted five minutes to speak and are then given
questions posed by the ACSRI.

If you desire to speak at the Town Hall, you are required to pre-register by e-mailing rk;
no later than 5:00 pm on Thursday, November 13th, with your name, univ
topic(s) you wish to address, and available written material.

Speakers are strongly encouraged to read the ACSRI's 2007-2008 Annual Report, which is
-.f rr\li tmkia nrli i/cri/mrloY html
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COMMENCEMENT 2010

s* m "*he Trustees and the Executi
M of the University Senate inv

JL nominate candidates for Cos
University honorary degrees and the I
Medal for Excellence, which will he a

Commencement 2010.

The committees will meet to select cs
honorary degrees in the following cate

Professor Emerita/Emeritus; The Arts; 1
and Government; The Humanities and
Sciences; and The Natural, Applied, at

Sciences; and one candidate tor the U
Medal. An honorary degree candidal
a Columbia graduate. A candidate foi
must be an alumna or alumnus under
of age.

Nominations must state why your pro
candidate(s) should receive University
also must include current, in-depth b
backgrou nd information.

Please submit all responses to this sol
Friday, November 14, 2008.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER
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MORE INFORMATION ONLINE
WWW.BARNARD.EDU

BARNARD COLLEGE
3009 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, NY 10027
PHONE 212.854.2037

NOVEMBER
& DECEMBER

11/13
THURSDAY
MARGARET MEAD
American Icon
6:30 PM
Kaufman n Theater
American Museum of Natural History
Central Park West at 79th Street

11/14
FRIDAY
BARNARD DANCES AT MILLER
7:30 PM
Miller Theater, Columbia University

11/15
SATURDAY
BARNARD DANCES AT MILLER
2 & 7:30 PM
Miller Theater, Columbia University

11/17
MONDAY
'To Recross the Atlantic'
Diasporic Art History and the Dialogic
Imagination
5:30PM
Julius Held Lecture Hall, 304 Barnard Hall
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loi si ofki r> ni stiv "•

- =

11/20
THURSDAY
GENDER ON ICE
Screening of True North
6:00 PM
202 Altschul Hall

11/21
FRIDAY
GENDER ON ICE
Workshop
9:30 AM
Sulzberger Parlor, 3rd Floor Barnard Hall

11/20-22
THURSDAY-SATURDAY
AS FIVE YEARS PASS
8 PM
Minor Latham Playhouse, 118 Milbank Hall

12/02
TUESDAY
STUDENT WRITERS READ FROM
THEIR WORK
7:00 PM
Sulzberger Parlor, 3rd Floor Barnard Hall

BARNARD
THE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE
FOR WOMEN
IN NEW YORK CITY
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Blood Dri
Fall 2008

Tuesday
November 11

12:00 pm-8:00 pm
Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion

Thursday
November 13

10:30am-5:30 pm
Drapkin Lounge, Jerome Greene Hall, Law Sc

Monday
November 17

1:00 pm-8:00 pm
Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion

FREE T-shirts for all donors..,while supplies



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
FILM

Changeling and
Rosemary's Baby:
Switched at Birth?

Those looking
for a belated
Halloween
spook could
do farworse
than Rosemary's
Baby, screening
at Film Forum
for the next two

days. Roman
Polanski's 1968
him details the
horrors befalling
a nice New York
girl during her

pregnancy. There is little truly scary about
Rosemary's Baby, just a creeping sense of
foreboding that something.is very awry.
This him plays out as a successful and
scary version ofClint Eastwood's new him
Changeling, an unscary dud—bothare

woman-in-peril stories where the ultimate
peril is being misinterpreted—willfully or
not—by a world they cannot control.

Rosemary's Baby tells the story ofRose-
maryWoodhouse (played by Mia Farrow)
an actors wife living in a giant fortress ofan
apartment building (played by the Dakota).
Her desire to get pregnant and raise a child,
which she calls "Andy or Jenny," is equalled
by her husband's ambition to become a
famous actor. While Rosemarys husband
and her neighbors—who I assume are by
now commonly known, even to thosewho
haven't seen the him, to be Satan-worship-
pers—plot against Rosemary and manipu-
late her mind. She is dosed with cryptic
herbs and, when she hghts back, threatened
with commitment to a mental hospital.

But consider Polanski's best sequence in
the him, the one that elevates this movie
from a glorious entertainment to intriguing
art. Rosemary's dream sequence while she
is being raped by the devil shifts loca-
tions from a boat to the Sistine Chapel,
and Rosemary mutters incomprehensible
babble throughout. Maybe she iscrazy! It's
certainly a more logical explanation than
her husband's lending her uterus to a coven
of witches in the next apartment.

The simplest explanation, per Occam's
Razor, is usually the one that's true—the
woman having visions, gobbling raw
chicken livers, and hiding in a phone
booth wailing about Satanist conspiracies
is usually crazy However, Rosemary's Baby
never lets you think its protagonist isout of
her mind; all this is very convincing and, as
Rosemary says during her drugged dream,
is "really happening!" So, too, with Ange-
lina Jolie's Christine Collins in Changeling,
but this time to the movie's detriment.
Christine is a young mother, too, and finds
herself in a terrifying situation—her son is
kidnapped and, when returned to her, is
another boy altogether.

Here, Changelings plot has the makings
ofanother great psychological thriller. Col-
lins becomes a woman driven by obsession,
pursuing various authority figures for infor-
mation on her "real" son, and collapsing
into a series of tableaux in her quaint Los
Angeles home. It helps that Jolie has the
same frail frame and sickly pallor of Farrow
at her most bedeviled—she looks like a
deeply unwell woman. Even though Chris-
tine's circumstance is far more straight-
forward than Rosemary's, as Eastwood
never tries to conceal that the Los Angeles
Police Department constructed the entire
situation to gain positive publicity for their
beleaguered department. There are only so
many shots of the sinister officer picking
up the phone, barking an order into it
(something about "the Collins woman")
and slamming it down beforeyou kind of
get the point, you know?

Christine is even sent to an insane
asylum, which kind of makes sense, given
that she was the only person in the AMC
Lincoln Square who couldn't figure out
what was going on. It's strange that as
accomplished a directoras Eastwood can't
find a way to make a 1930s insane asylum
seem scary. It just seems dingy, like it needs
a good scrubbing. The horror ofRosemary's
Baby comes from the quotidian: the
banality of Rosemary's Satanist neighbors,
dressed up in floral-prints and bowler
hats; the close-up of the bloody steak
she devours. Eastwood, with his typical
subdety, shows us a child murderer hacking
away with an axe, but it's nowhere near as
eerie as Polanski's long shot of Rosemary's
floral wallpaper, with the implicit ques-
tion of what'shappening on the other side
of the wall. The police officer who shouts
down Christine is such a stock character as
to be instantly forgotten once the camera
moves to the next scene. All he needs is a

mustache to twirl! The alienation ofChris-
tine Collins runs the gamut of reactions,
from irritating to annoying to grating, but
it's not scary. You'd think a movie about a
shape-shifting child, with an insane asylum
sequence, would play up thespook-factor
more, but instead we get warmed-over L.A.
Confidential.

DanielD'Addario is a Columbia College
junior majoring in American studies. Brief

Encounters runs alternate Wednesdays.
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TV

A Guide to the TV Addict's Housing Crisis
BY CHRISTINE JORDAN

Columbia Daily Spectator

The claims have been made and
disputed a thousand times before—
Carman and Mcßain are the social
dorms, Furnald, the tame but beauti-
ful sanctuary, and Wien, the dilapi-
dated prison. Columbia's residence
halls have been analyzed in almost ev-
ery way imaginable, from atmosphere
and room size to lighting and amount
of bookshelves. Still, somehow one of
the arguably most important questions
a student should ask when selecting a
dorm is oft overlooked: which ones are
best for Columbia's TV addicts?

Incoming first-years have a some-
what easier choice to make than the rest
of the student body, as all of the fresh-
man dorms are equipped with cable
in their lounges. John Jay's communal
space is notably large, with lots of seat-

ing room to accommodate the lack of
space in its singles. Monday nights see
many of the John Jay lounges packed
with freshmen girls on blankets eating
popcorn and eagerly awaiting the start

of Gossip Girl and One Tree Hill. While
this may be an undesirable situation
for those who prefer to watch How I

Met Your Mother or other slightly less
popular shows on Monday nights,
John Jay offers a roomy space that fits
lots of people and a decent-sized televi-
sion set.

The floor lounges in Carman, on
the other hand, are open mini loung-
es—a broom closet in comparison
to the John Jay lounges. The crowds
are steady in Carman's lounges dur-
ing primetime TV hours, almost
always occupied by the four to six
people they can comfortably hold.
Most other times, people make cell
phone calls or eat their lunches in the
lounges. Although most Carmanites
are content with this situation for ev-
eryday TV watching, some prefer to

travel to the Barnard Quad to watch
TV. Rhonda Shafei, CC 'l2 and a
Carman resident, said that when she
was looking for a place to watch the
presidential debates, she "went with
a group to Sulzberger to watch it on
the large flat-screen in their main
lounge." Samirah Majumdar, BC 'll,
agrees that the Quad is a great place
to watch TV. "The main lounges are
always full of big crowds for pre-
mieres," she says. Even though she is
a sophomore, she also went back to

watch a debate, saying, "it was a lot
of fun because everyone was cheering
and there is such a great sense ofcom-
munity there."

Though Furnald may be a good
choice for watching less popular shows
on nights dominated by primetime
behemoths like Greys Anatomy, televi-
sion does not play a significant role
in its environment. Chris See, SEAS
'l2, says that though premiere nights
may see more people than average in
Furnald's lounges, "usually you'll find
people watching TV by themselves!"
The lounge, he continues, is "used
more for doing homework and some
cooking—TV-watching happens,
but people do their homework at the
same time, too."

But it could get worse. In 600 West
113th St., affectionately but unofficial-
ly known to studentsas Nussbaum, the
lounge for all four floor suites is locat-
ed in the C suite, which is only acces-
sible to those who live in the B and C
suites. Resident Rachel Crosswell, CC
'll, called it a poor situation for TV
lovers, since the lounge has only "three
chairs, and it's a small room." Taking
her full schedule into account as well,
Crosswell said that she now usually

watches her favorite shows online after
they have aired. For those who are not
so technologically inclined and have ,
some extra money to spend, Columbia
does offer cable in individual rooms in
Nussbaum and most other housing lo-
cations for a monthly fee of $27.95.

In Wien, because there are no floor
lounges, each floor is without a free,
shared television. Wien's second floor
lounge holds a single flat screen TV,
which almost no one uses, according
to former resident Bjorn Briese, CC
'O9. "Wien has a terrible situation for
TV-watching. Nobody I know ever
used that hall TV while I lived there,"
he said. "My friends and 1 used to go
to JJ's instead." JJ's Place, the late-
night hangout in the basement of John
Jay dorm thatisjjpen Sunday through
Thursday, is known for having good*
food and an LCErtelevision in each of
its booths—perhaps the perfect com-
bination for a night of television.

So even if a low lottery number
keeps them from living in TV heaven,
Columbia's TV enthusiasts never need
to fret—there, is always a comfortable
place to kick back, relax, and procras-
tinate with some primetime program-
ming on campus.

CATCH YOUR SHOW ■ With few places on campus tocomfortably watch television, it's no surprise most students streamshows online—but there are still some spots where you can do it '9os style.

VIDEO GAMES

Social Unrest Over Fallout 3, Just In Time for Election Day
BY KEVIN CIOK

Spectator StaffWriter

I think it's merely a coincidence that
Bethesda Softworks' newest role-play-
ing masterpiece Fallout 3 made its way
to store shelves just one week before
the U.S. presidential election. Fallout,
a series that got its start under a differ-
ent developer on the PC in 1997, is a
post-nuclear role-playing game (RPG)
series set in an apocalyptic America
torn by conflict and destroyed by war.

Fallout 3, the first game in the series
developed by Bethesda Softworks and
not the original developer, Black Isle
Studios, features a bombed-out Wash-
ington D.C. as its backdrop for the
player's desperate struggle to survive
amidst the ruins of civilization and the
devastation ofwar. The game is replete
with all your typical Oblivion-like trap-
pings—you get to make a character
specializing in whatever skills and traits
you like—though Bethesda has gotten
away from its fairly broken character
creation system of theElder Scrolls series
and adopted Black Isle's considerably
stronger SPECIAL (strength, percep-
tion, endurance, charisma, intelligence,
agility, luck) character base. You can
shape his or her appearance and finally
make a female character that doesn't
look like a swollen potato.

The RPG fundamentals are con-
siderably sounder in Fallout than they
are in Oblivion—no doubt due to the
foundation established by Black Isle,
one of the greatest RPG developers of
all time—but what is it like to actu-
ally experience Fallout 31 Ultimately,
the experience is what matters. If Fall-
out 3 is going to feel like a re-skinned
Elder Scrolls game, then Fallout fans
that revolted world-over following the
announcement that Bethesda had ac-

quired the Fallout license—let's face it,
Bethesda makes.nice games but they are
not Fallout games—would have been
justified in their nervous consterna-
tion. No Mutants Allowed, a large col-
lection ofFallout fans on the Internet,

has been preparing to storm Bethesda's
Maryland headquarters were they to
harm their precious series.

So is Fallout the Fallout you once
knew? Yes and no, and that's not neces-
sarily a bad thing. Bethesda absolutely
nailed the atmosphere. As your charac-
ter emerges from the vault—a nuclear
fallout shelter designed like some kind
of 'sos housewife's dream—the bright
sun blinds your character as he or she
stares out into the Capitol Wasteland
for the very first time. The Wasteland
is absolutely as you would imagine—-
broken bridges and roads, destroyed
towns, barren trees, and mutants to

fight. Just walking around is incredibly
depressing. When you finally wander
into D.C. and see the Washington
Monument wasting away, the Capitol
Building in disrepair, and the White
House hardly white, the realities of a
post-nuclear world set in. Even com-
pletely excepting the possibility of
political commentary by the develop-
ers so close to the election, just seeing

all diese American political landmarks in
that condition is striking, to say the least.

In trying to match Black Isle,
Bethesda even came close with its writ-
ing and voice acting. Oblivion's writ-
ing was absolutely embarrassing, with
some of the most ham-fisted dialogue
and even more unrealistic dialogue
trees—to make matters worse, the en-
tire voice cast consisted of five or six
people, though one was Patrick Stew-
art. Fallout3 tries to imitate Black Isle's
writing ability by expanding the num-
ber of dialogue options, expanding the
voice cast —and swapping out Patrick
Stewart with the much more talented
Liam Neeson—and just in general im-
proving the quality of the writing. It
largely succeeds—the game has some
of that dark humor that Fallout fans
have come to expect from their games,
but it still falls short of the standard set
in the late '9os. Maybe we can hope for
improvements for Fallout 4.

If there's one area where Fallout 3
has almost nothing to do with the old

games, it's got to be the combat. Fall-
out 3 plays more like a shooter with
an additional assisted-targeting turn-
based mode called VATS (Vault-Tec
Assisted Targeting System) that players
can use to boost their accuracy with a
weapon. Personally, I found the com-.
bat engaging and.fun, but old-school
fans got one whiff of the combat be-
fore they got their torches and pitch-
forks—Bethesda ditched the isomet-
ric turn-based combat of the original
games and set No Mutants Allowed
ablaze because ofit.

The most disappointing parts of
Fallout are the bits that are obviously
inherited from Oblivion—wonky non-
player character artificial intelligence,
copy-and-paste dungeons and locales,
and a general difficult imbalance
throughout the entire campaign—-
though this is seriously improved from
Oblivion. Bethesda did a pretty great
job, overall, even though Fallout fans
are considering rioting. They'll get over
it—nerds always do.

APOCALYPSE NOW ■ Bethesda Softworks' takeover of the Fallout series had fan groups such as internet-based No Mutants Allowed
ready to revolt if the game fell short ofexpectations. Luckily, Fallout 3 boasts improved graphics and.character development.
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marriage lasted six years before his
father left to return to Kenya. After
that, Obama lived with his mother
and stepfather for four years in In-
donesia, and then moved back to
Hawaii to stay with his maternal
grandparents. His grandmother,
who, according toObama, played a
large role in his upbringing, passed
away Sunday evening.

After graduating from high
school, Obama attended Occiden-
tal College in Los Angeles for two
years before transferring to Co-
lumbia College in the fall of 1981.
The political science major lived
off-campus, and he is reported by
his classmates to have often arrived
to class early, donning a red back-
pack.

His senior seminar professor,
Michael Barron, GSAS 'BO, said
of Obama: '"He was a very bright
student. Articulate, as many were
in the class ... I'd say he was one of
die best one or two students in the
class. But everyone in rhe class was
oriented to doing something more
with their lives."

Though the president-elect has
spoken little of his college days, he
has described his time at Columbia
as a period of intense study. "When
I transferred, I decided to buckle
down and get serious. I spent a lot
of time in the library. I didn't social-
ize that much. I was like a monk,"
he told Columbia Col/eve Today in
2005.

Michael Ackerman, CC 'B4,
took a polidcal science course with
Obama and recalls a similar per-
sona. He was "almost chameleon-
like, spy-like, slipped in and out.
He tried to keep to himself," Acker-
man said.

Ackerman added that Obama
never stood out to him as a man
destined for the White House. "I

don't know that I would have put
any money on it," he said. Years lat-
er, though, he would come support
the fellowalum's candidacy.

Before Obama could step out
of his Hamilton classroom into
the Oval Office, he experienced
a transformative rise to ptiwer. In
1985, he moved to the South Side
of Chicago, where he worked as
a community otganizer with a
church-based group. Obama mi-
grated to die East Coast to pursue
his law degree at Harvard in 1991,
and then returned to Chicago to
become a civil-rights lawyer. In
1992, he became a lecturer at the
University of Chicago Law School,
and in 1996 he was promoted to
senior lecturer.

Obama's life as an elected offi-
cial began in 1996, when he won a
seat in the Illinois State Senate—a
body in which he would serve for
the next eight years. Following an
unsuccessful bid for theU.S. House
of Representatives in 2000, he ran
for U.S. Senate in 2003. Upon his
election in 2004, he became the
third black person to garner a Sen-
ate seat since Reconstruction.

His debut in the national spot-
light occurred that same year, when
he delivered the keynote address
at the Democratic National Con-
vention. Though the Democratic
nominee, U.S. Sen. John Kerry (D-
Mass.), did not beat U.S. President
George W Bush in the 2004 elec-
tion, Obama came out of the con-
vention victorious. That speech set
the stage for his candidacy in 2008,
giving his name awareness among a
community of fans that was to ex-
pand at a rapid pace.

On Feb. 20, 2007, Obama an-
nounced his presidential bid and
soon after won the first national
primary in lowa.

"I think we're going to see ...

a tremendous increase in people

believing that Obama is the one,"
said New York State Sen. Bill Per-
kins (D-Harlem) following the
initial yet decisivevictory over U.S.
Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) and
John Edwards, the former Demo-
cratic U.S. senator from North
Carolina.

Through a long and grueling
primary season that kept Americans
enraptured by the political process
as many had not been in past elec-
tions, Barack Obama came out the
Democratic nominee. His mes-
sage of "hope" and "change" struck
a chord with supporters—some
unlikely—who expressed dissatis-
faction with the trends of the past
eight years ofRepublican power in
the White House.

In his address Tuesday evening,
the president-elect said, "This is our
time, to put our people back to
work and open doors of opportu-
nity for our kids; to restore prosper-
ity and promote the cause ofpeace;
to reclaim theAmerican dream and
reaffirm that fundamental truth,
that, out of many, we are one; that
while we breathe, we hope."

Obama also recognized the un-
precedented youth vote turnout in
this election, which served deci-
sively in his favor. The number of
young voters ages 18 to 29 appears
to have surged since 2004. In ad-
dition, the disparity in their can-
didate preference—6B percent for
Obama versus 30 percent for Mc-
Cain-—was greater than ever since
the 26th Amendment gave young
people the right to vote in 1972.

He said of his campaign, "ft
grew strength from the young
people who rejected the myth of*
their generation's apathy, who left
their homes and their families for
jobs that offered little pay and less
sleep."

The first black person to
be elected president rioted the

historic import ofhis breaking a ra-
cial barrier. He evoked the dream of
Martin Luther King, Jr., as he spoke
forward through the country's his-
tory to his own moment in it—in
the eves of 106-year-old Atlanta
voter Ann NixonCooper. "She was
there for the buses in Montgomery,
the hoses in Birmingham, a bridge
in Selma, and a preacher from At-
lanta who told a people that 'We
Shall Overcome.' Yes wecan."

Senator McCain echoed
Obamas sentiment in his Phoenix
concession speech, sayirig, "This is
a historic election, and I recognize
the significance it has for African-
Americans and for the special pride
that must be theirs tonight," and
added, "We both realize that we
have come a long way from die
injustices that once stained our
nation's reputation."

After the speech ended, the
Chicago streets rang with merri-
ment. Stringers embraced, and
sang together. A group of friends
chanted "Oh-bama!" loudly out
into the unseasonably balmy eve-
ning air—and more voices chimed
in, and more. Vendors sold "First
Family T-shirts." It was Obama
country—and spirits were high.

The jubilation extended to Har-
lem andTimes Square, where New
Yorkers took to the street in celebra-
tion, as well as to Obamas father's
home village in Kenya, where Ke-
nyans awaited the election results in
broad daylight there.

Obama acknowledged, how-
ever, that the challenge of reconcili-
ation remains after a prolonged and
divisive campaign. Still, said the
president-elect, "to those Ameri-
cans whose support I have yet to
earn, 1 may not have won your vote
tonight, but I hear your voices. I
need your help. And I will be your
president, too."

news@columbuispecuitor.com

already been here, I'm not inter-
ested,' but tor the most part, they've
been extremely receptive."

Other College Dems' expe-
riences seem to coincide '\vith
Schwartz's. Area residents ranged
ftom ardent Obarna supporters to
on-the-fence voters, shifting over
to lukewarm conservatives and far-
Hung Republicans.

"I arrived at the house of a 50-
year-old man who was apparendy a
very strong Republican," said Da-
vid Gebhatd, an intern at Feder's
office who had helped teach the
Dems the art of canvassing. "When
1 asked him if he was planning on
voting for Obama on Election Day,
he said, 'Are you kidding me? I'm
not voting for a fucking Muslim'
and he pushed me. Naturally, I left
his yard."

Meanwhile, Nate Morguite,
CC 09, said when he stopped
off at a local ice cream parior, he
met a Republican employee who
fervently supports Obama. Upon
seeing Morgante clad in Obama
stickers and carrying Democratic
literature, he gave him ice cream on
the house.

Day 3—Sunday, Nov. 2

The lawns of Virginia homes
have become a checker-boarded
landscape of alternating red and
blue signs. There are no clusters of
either sort, and for yards lacking
campaign signs, there is nopredict-
ing the residents' political affilia-
tions. This political divisiveness has
cut its way through families, neigh-
borly relationships, and business
alliances.

Richard Zulewski of Leesburg
Va. had a story to tell along those
lines. After Zulewski put up a sign
in his yard, his neighbor—who
supports McCain—protested the
sign being there, saying it violated
homeowner's association rules to
use a sign not rented by the associa-
tion. Zulewski said his sign disap-
peared days later.

"The sad part is, this guy and I
are good friends," Zulewski said. "I
wouldn't have dreamed in a million
years that he would betray me like
that."

An employer at Bruto's, a Lees-
burg ice cream store, said that he
wasn't publicly endorse Obama in
his front window because he feared
retaliation from theowner ofa local
gun store.

Day 4—Monday, Nov. 3

"I don'tknow what it is about
Obama, but every time I hear him
speak I cry like a baby," Lanetta
McWilliams of Germantown, Md.
said inbetween sohs whilesprawled
out on a picnic blanket on Prince
William County Fairgrounds, not
far from Washington, D.C.

McWilliams was among the
90,000 who attended then-presi-
dential candidate Barack Obamas
final rally in Manassas, Va. before
the Nov. 4 election.

Obama stressed the impor-
tance ofeducation, calling it "the
key to our country's competitive-
ness in the 21st centuty." Yet amid
all ofObamas promises ofsweep-
ing reforms, he also acknowl-
edged the hardships ofthe path to
improvement.

Audience members said that in
spite of Obamas lateness—he was
supposed toarrive at 9 p.m. and ar-
rived due to traffic delays at 10:30
p.m.—hearing him speak was well
worth thewait.

"We traveled two hours to come
here," Mussie G. of Manassas, Va.
said. "Yeah, I waited over an hour
outside in the freezing cold, but
Obama lifted me and [his speech]
made me feel warm."

Left with a sense offaith in the
country's future under an Obama
administration, many College
Dems called die event the "high
point" of their trip.

"I've heatd this speech before,
but what made it so special was
being widt other people like' me,"
Isabel Broer, CC TO, said.

Day s—Tuesday,5—Tuesday, Nov. 4

The offices of the Demo-
cratic headquarters in Ashburn,
Vg were abuzz with activity this
morning. Volunteers swarmed
about the sign-in sheets and
complimentary food tables and
phones rung off the hook as
organizers tackled last-minute
tasks amid the final hours of the
campaign.

Today, the Ashburn office will
sent out nearly 175volunteers to go
door-to-door in Loudoun County,
Va Columbia University College
Democrats will be among diose
circulating the homes in the area

"This is a family-oriented coun-
ty, so it's great to have this energy,"
Ashburn office hub director Fran
Cougfilin said. "1 love it because it
energizes me."

"I'm terrified," College Dem
member Emily Wilson, CC 10,
said. "Last night at die rally, know-
ing it was the last event of the
Obamacampaign, I realized, this is
it. It's the last 12 hours. And we'll
know if we made a difference by
tonight. And that's powerful."

Election Night

After hours spent at polling lo-
cations and doing last-minute can-
vassing College Dems began their
trek back to NewYork City, listen-
ing to NPR's election results in lieu
ofoverplayed iTrip music Electoral
decisions elicited vociferous cheers
or boos with the announcements
of the presidential, senatorial, and
congressional results. Although
Judy Feder ultimately lost her bid,
the anticipation of the presidential
verdict continued to mount. At
11:00 p.m., Barack Obama was

proclaimed victor, and celebratory
screams filled the vans. Ecstatic
Dems drove through the streets

shouting his name out the ,van
windows and proclaiming "Yes we
did!"

"I think this is fantastic for our
country, " Columbia University
College Democrats President Chris
Daniels, CC'O9, said. "I am incred-
ibly proud of the Columbia Dems
for all of theirhard work. I think we
managed to turn Virginia blue, and
it shows the power ofwhat young
people can accomplish."

Those tack at the Ashburn, Va.
office also acknowledged the power
of this group.

"I think that in Virginia we
were blessed to have a top-notch
field program," Jared Leopold,
communications director of the
Democratic Party of Virginia's
coordinated campaign, said. "We
were lucky to have support from
people all over the place, including
people from Columbia. I really ap-
preciate the fact that these students
came down and helped put us over
the edge."

Like Leopold, College Dems
noted the significance of their trip
toVirginia.

"If you look at the numbers
in Virginia, the counties that
put us over in these races arc
the ones we were working in,"
Columbia University College
Democrats media director Avi
Edelman, CC 'll, said. "It's
really amazing just thinking
about the important role that
our organization has played in
making all of this happen. We're
a part ofhistory."

news(2xolumbiaspecuuor.com

Proposition Results
Last night, the mainstream

media's attention justifiably fo-
cused on the historic presiden-
tial election. But the ballot gave
voters other decisions to con-
template. Throughout different
states, Americans voted yea or
nay to various propositions.

California's Proposition 8,
Arizonas Proposition 102, and
Florida's Amendment 2 are all
projected to pass, defining mar-
riage as between one man and
one woman in these states.

Colorado's Amendment 48,
defining the beginning of life at
conception, is projected to fail
with 78 percent ofprecincts re-
porting that 73 percent are vot-
ing agiinst it. South Dakotas

Initiative 11, which would ban
all abortion except in cases of
the mothers health, rape, and
incest, is expected to fail as well.
Ninety-nine percent of die pre-
cincts are reporting 55 percent
vodng against this initiative.

In Michigan, a proposition
would enable stem cell research
by obliterating die state's 30-ycar
ban on research that destroys
embryos. With 94 percent of
precincts reporting, the propo-
sition is expected to pass with
52 percent of die vote. Also in
Michigan, the initiative to allow
medicinal marijuana is expected
to pass with 63 percent voting
in favor.

-—Haley Vecdmrclli

Election 2008
Excerpts From Spectator's Election Blog...
Visit WWW.specblogs.com/chicago

Though votes have been tal-
lied, election fever doesn't have to
end yet. Checkout excerpts from
Spectator's election blojt featuring
reporting by Betsy Morais, pho-
tos by Angela Radulescu, and
multimedia by Isabelle Mills-
Tannenbautn.

Cheap Shots, Then and Now

Many cringe at the cheap jabs
McCain and Obama have been
swinging at one another. Though
each candidate claims to want
to just talk about "the issues,"
both have been on the attack
for months. As history professor
Eric Foner put it, "Negative cam-
paigning is as American as apple
pie."

And as history as shown, here
in America, we like it fresh.

Back in the election of 1800,
the Thomas Jefferson campaign
accused John Adams of having
a "hideous hermaphroditical
character, which has neither the
force and firmness of a man, nor
the gentleness and sensibility of a
woman."

The Adams camp shot back
by describing Jefferson as "a
mean-spirited, low-lived fellow,
the son of a half-breed Indian
squaw, sited by a Virginia mu-
latto father."

In 1828, presidential in-
cumbent John Quincy Adams
followed suit with his father's
slur tactics. He accused Andrew
Jackson ofbeing a cannibal and a
murderer, and Jackson's wife was
called a prostitute.

The propaganda piled on
through the yeats. "It's nothing
new under the sun," Foner ex-
plained. "You should have seen
what the)' said about Lincoln."

The Bradley Effect

In 1982, a candidate named
Tom Bradley ran for governor of
California and. although he was
way up in the polls, he lost the
election. Political analysts chalked
up the disparity to the fact that
Bradley was African-American,
whereas his opponent George
Deukmcjian was white.

This enigmatic election began
the notion ofthe"Bradlev effect."

Political talking heads use this
term to describe a phenomenon
in which white voters tell poll-
sters they voted or plan to vote
for a black candidate, when they
actually picked the candidate
whose race matches their own.

Party affiliation aside, the
."Bradley effect" ultimately comes
down to racism and guilt. But
perhaps, America has moved for-
ward since then.

"I think the country has
changed a lot," said Columbia
historian and political expert
David Eisenbach.

Meghan McCain, CC 'O7

Meghan McCain has become
a lace ofyouth in her 72-year-old
dad's campaign. Her blog, Mc-
Cainßlogene.com is a Web site
for "musings and pip culture on
the political trail."

The blog is conservative-
chic—with hip graphics (in the
colorred, ofcoursc). The blogettc
posts loads of photos and writes
with a casual tone, recounting
moments on the campaign trail
and pumping up the volume on
her father's "cool" factor.

"Energy right now on the
road is at an all-time high," Ms.
McCain wrote in a recent post.
"People are fired up and you can
see it in everyone's lace. It's also
evident in the increased staffwho
are with us now on the road.
They can sense Dad's momen-
tum is building."

Election Day, Scrambled or
Sunny-Side-Up

It's "the last cafeteria in the
city," said Walker Eakins, who
was bom and raised on the South
Side of Chicago. "Obama used
to eat here every day."

Walk through the door
and you'll hear the clinking of
merJ spatulas ore trying pans,
the sizzle ofbacon simmering,
and the cheerful din of people
who came by for a post-vote
breakfast. The dress code this
morning is red, white, and
blue. Diners wear Obama
garb—which is somewhat
uncanny since he's sat among
them in that cafeteria many

times, and his house is just a
couple blocks away.

"Of course I've seen him,"
said Hedrick Sutton, who lives
on the South Side at the edge
of Hyde Park. Sutton voted for
Obama early—two weeks ago.
"You should know who I voted
for already. That's almost an
insult."

South Side Letitia was wait-
ing in line for breakfast, voicing
pride that her candidate is from
her neighborhood. "He's won-
derful. He's down-to-earth. He's
cool and the gang."

Looking Back on Another
Election of "Change

A new president takes office
on a blustery winter day in the
midst of a financial storm. Is it
2009 or 1933?

"I think this is a moment
where people want bold leader-
ship. In that sense—even though
we're not quite in that economic
situation—it might be like 1932
when Roosevelt came in, in the
depths of the Depression," ex-
plained American History pro-
fessor Eric Foner. "People wanted
action. It didn't almost matter
what it was. The)' wanted a sense
of leadership. And I think a lot of
people want a sense of leadership
today."

When Franklin D. Roosevelt
was inaugurated on March 4,
1933, he famously declared in
the face of economic crisis; "the
only thing we have to fear is
fear itself" With that statement
ensued his legendary "First 100
Days" of mass legislation build-
ing and workforce development.

Live from Chicago!
Spectator's coverage of a

Columbia alumnus and
dispatches from the campaign

trail.

Roosevelt's slew of 100-day
measures included the passage
and signing of the Emergency
Banking Act the same day he
sent it to Congress, rapidly re-
stabilizing the nation's banking
system, creating the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation,
and of course, repealing the
Prohibition.

Historyprofessor and political
science expert David Eisenbach
echoed Foner's point. "Any time
you have a crisis, there is con-
sensus," he said. "The consensus
right now on the economy is that
the government has a massive
role and responsibility ofgetting
us out of this."

Notes From the South Side:
Baraclds Barbershop

A word to describe Barack
Obama: "conservative." Not
what one might expect—unless,
perhaps, it's coming from inside
his barbershop.

"Close, conservative ait. Not
too much going on. No hard
lines. No parts. No nothing. Just
conservative, basic," said Ishmael,
who owns the barbershop on the
South Side where Obama has
been getting his hair cut for 14
years.

In the beginning, Obama was
justanother customer. But it was
around 2004—after his famous
speech at the E)emocratic Na-
tional Convention—that things
started to change. "That's when
people took notice," Ishmael
said. "Even us. We were, like,
'woah, he's really talking about
something.'"

news@columbiaspKtiitor.com
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Dems Find a WideRange
Of Views in Virginia
OEMS from front page

Quiet at Columbia, Obama Quickly Rose to Power
OBAMA from front page
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'ffi&mL INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS DAY

'xjxfstd ■

Friday, November 7,2008
8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., Alfred Lerner Hall

TheCenter for Career Education welcomes
representatives from the following organizations to
the first annual International Organizations Day.

European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO)

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Inter-American Development Bank

International Finance Corporation (IFC)

International Labour Organization (ILO)

International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Islamic Development Bank

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

The World Bank

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
is-

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

World Council of Churches

World Trade Organization (WTO)

Pre-registration is required for this event
For more information, please visit

www.careereducation.columbia.edu
_

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CENTER FORCOLUMBIA j
School of International and Public Affairs ( -education



ELECTION MADNESS

Above, U.S. Congressman Charles Rangel (D-Harlem) makes an appearance in
Harlem in support of President-elect Barack Obama.

Left, Barnard students show their enthusiasm in Times Square at
CNN's Election Night watch party.

Above, Students rush off-campus in celebration of the newly elected president and Columbia alum.
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