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STATEMENT FROM COMMANDER, RESOLUTE SUPPORT AND UNITED STATES 

FORCES-AFGHANISTAN 
 

KABUL, Afghanistan (Sept. 22, 2015) – Statement from Gen. John F. Campbell, 
Commander, Resolute Support and United States Forces - Afghanistan: 
 
Recent media reports citing alleged cases from 2010, 2011, and 2012, have claimed 
that in the past a command policy existed within the Afghan theater of operations that 
U.S. forces were to ignore suspicions of sexual abuse committed by Afghans against 
children.  I personally have served multiple tours of duty in Afghanistan and am 
absolutely confident that no such theater policy has ever existed here, and certainly, no 
such policy has existed throughout my tenure as commander.    
 
Consistent with clear U.S. Department of Defense policy on the issue of sexual assault, 
trafficking of persons, and similar matters, I expect all personnel to treat others with 
respect and dignity.  I further expect that any suspicions of sexual abuse will be 
immediately reported to the chain of command, regardless of who the alleged 
perpetrators or victims are.  The chain of command will take appropriate action under 
applicable law, as well as DoD and service regulations.  If the abuse involves Afghans, 
a report shall be forwarded to me through operations channels, copied to the Staff 
Judge Advocate, so that the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan can be 
advised and requested to take action. I have personally spoken with President Ghani on 
this issue and he made it clear to me that the Afghan government will not tolerate the 
abuse of its children, or any of its people, and will thoroughly investigate all allegations 
and administer justice appropriately. 
 
I want to make absolutely clear that any sexual abuse or similar mistreatment of others, 
no matter the alleged perpetrator or victim, is completely unacceptable, and 
reprehensible. 
 
My expectations also apply to non-U.S. personnel assigned to the Resolute Support 
mission, consistent with their national policies and regulations. 
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